
                                                                                           

 

CATEGORY Safety and Security 

SUBJECT Safety Screenings 

POLICY The Salt Lake Area Family Justice Center offers victim centered, co-located services from a variety of 
providers. Staff makes every attempt to identify victims and serve them. Individuals ineligible for on-
site services will be given referrals and information about services outside of the SLAFJC. 

 
PROCEDURE 

 
1. Conflict Check 

Initial client assessments will involve a “conflict check” to identify if the Center or its onsite 
partner agencies are already serving the potential client’s partner. A “conflict check,” as 
defined by the Alliance for Hope, is simply checking a Center’s internal records, not accessing 
criminal history information.  
a. Before a conflict check is conducted, the SLAFJC will verbally inform the client and 

explain that the screening is part of the check-in process.  
b. The SLAFJC staff will: 

1. Ensure that the client provides informed, signed consent before the conflict check 
occurs.  

2. Ensure that all language and/or literacy barriers are addressed, and that the 
procedure is clearly explained to the survivor. 

3. Train all SLAFJC staff to address situations in a trauma informed manner when there 
is a conflict of interest. 

4. If a conflict is identified, individuals will be given referrals and information about 
services outside of the SLAFJC. 

c. The goal of the conflict check is to “screen in” clients, not to “screen out” clients.  
 

2. Criminal History Check 
Conducting a background check of this type at the initial contact may discourage victims 
from seeking help, and therefore the SLAFJC will not perform these when first meeting a 
survivor.  
a. As a survivor continues to access services at the SLAFJC, it may become appropriate for 

detectives, prosecutors, advocates, and civil attorneys to locate or review active cases or 
warrants, sex offender registry, or other public court records.  

b. This should be done only by those tasked in their professional duties with such searches 
and only with the signed consent of or at the written request of the client.  

c. Some clients may want to know the status of pending cases in civil or criminal court, and 
when requested, this service should be provided by SLAFJC staff.   

 
3. Outstanding Warrants 

YWCA staff at the SLAFJC will not notify law enforcement about individuals seeking services 
who are the subject of outstanding arrest warrants. However, staff will inform the individual 
about the outstanding warrant and support them in seeking services at the SLAFJC or 
elsewhere, if requested. 

 


